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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 
As the first full-time year of the Digital Design Fellowship comes to a close, it is 
clear that the Fellowship is a vital resource for digital literacy at Agnes Scott. In 
its final five months, the program has focused less on the individual creation of 
student ePortfolios; its success can be more effectively tracked through the 
integration of digital content creation in the classroom – particularly in upper-level 
coursework. Three different academic departments adopted an ePortfolio 
requirement for students in their respective Senior Seminar courses, resulting in 
20 public, WordPress-based student sites that act as process log, research 
repository, and culminating portfolio alike. Community blogs have flourished as 
well – there are nearly15 student study-abroad blogs linked, with permission, 
from the Digital Design Fellowship site. 
 
The Digital Design Fellowship blog has acted as an increasingly relied-upon 
source for digital materials. The site has received over 1,940 views since 
December 6, 2010, traffic assessed through both WordPress counter and Google 
Analytics. This data gives some indication to the provenance of these pageviews; 
common search queries included “Agnes Scott technology education,” “Digital 
Design Fellow Agnes Scott,” et al. The site has over 20 email subscribers – who 
are within the Agnes Scott community as well as outside of it. Conference 
attendance and relevant programming over the course of the year has increased 
the visibility of the Fellowship, both on campus and off.  
 
The 2010-2011 year has been instrumental in terms of curricular implementation 
of digital work, faculty interest in blogging and portfolio creation, and variety of 
Fellowship programming. Demonstrated interest in the efforts of the Fellowship 
has only increased in the past five months, illustrating the fact that the Fellow has 
become a reliable, informative campus resource for digital education. 
 

“Speaking from personal experience, you are the only reason I have been able 
to venture a toe into digital waters at all—I don’t think I’m anomalous as a 
professor who is interested and willing to expand my use of technological 
resources for pedagogical reasons, but lacks the knowledge, confidence, or 
time that it would take to get there on my own.  The session you spent with me 
and my student intern (helping her create a blog for her internship as my 
assistant) was a revelation.  It’s the kind of front-lines, student contact position 
that I believe is core to the ASC experience; and it’s a front-lines, faculty 
contact position as well.” – Tracey Laird, Charles Loridans Associate 
Professor of Music/Chair 
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SPECIFIC AREAS OF PROGRESS 

 
 
Below are the main areas of concentration of the full-time Digital Design 
Fellowship at Agnes Scott College, as measured between December 6, 2010 
and May 25, 2011. 
  
Curricular Implementation 

 
Goal (as outlined in the December 6 Bi-Annual Report): two or three 
diverse academic departments (i.e. the humanities, arts, and sciences, 
respectively) encourage, if not require, their Senior Seminar students to 
build individual e-Portfolios of course-related work that include not only 
relevant reflection, but the research process and final product, as aided by 
the Digital Design Fellow. 

 
Progress: I worked with three diverse academic departments to achieve 
this goal: International Relations, supervised by Dr. Eleanor Morris; 
Physics/Astrophysics, supervised by Dr. Amy Lovell; Studio Art, 
supervised by Nell Ruby. Each department required its students to create 
and maintain individual ePortfolios that would act as a research or process 
log over the course of the Spring 2011 semester, and were assessed as a 
component of the final project grade. Students used WordPress.com 
templates as the basis for their sites. In the case of International 
Relations, a class of 14, students not only maintained their respective 
ePortfolios but also were required to contribute discussion topics, and 
reading responses, to the class ‘hub’ blog 
(http://ascirseniorsem.wordpress.com). 
 
Students from all three departments approached me for assistance 
through the semester. My tutoring ranged from answering technical 
questions to creating appropriate content. More students from Studio Art 
than the other two disciplines came to me for design help and 
consultation. In general, however, I feel my strengths as Digital Design 
Fellow lay in tutoring digital content, organization and technical 
application.  
 
Evaluating the Project: I sent a series of assessment questions to all 
three faculty members at the close of the Spring semester. Below are 
some responses from Drs. Lovell and Morris – neither of whom had used 
WordPress, or ePortfolios, within their respective curricula prior to Spring 
2011. 
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Did blogging change the quality of your students' writing and research? If 
so, how? 

Dr. Amy Lovell:  I think for mine it provided a healthy organizational 
structure, and a good way for them to share images, documents, 
abstracts, thoughts and keep them all in one place.  The writing and 
editing is nice, because as they edited their SpARC abstracts, in response 
to class feedback, the new versions would appear immediately.  
 
Dr. Eleanor Morris:  I think blogging was helpful to students. Indeed, the 
ones who really used the blogs as a means to further their research are 
the ones that are producing the best papers. I don’t think this is incidental. 
I think blogging did change the quality in that they were starting on their 
research – publicly – much earlier.  Knowing that others were reading their 
blogs seemed to help prod students along in a positive way. 

 
How do you feel students engaged with one another, considering the 
blogging requirement? Would they have been interested in pursuing 
ePortfolios/blogging if it hadn't been a part of their final grade? 

 AL:  I mostly wanted it to be personal reflection, so that was enough for 
me.  They’d have done more online interaction if they’d had to … however, 
that wasn’t my focus, so I’m at peace with it. 

 
EM:   Students were excited about the blog and didn’t seem to mind the 
additional task. From what I can see, the blogs did seem to help other 
students feel more invested in each others’ research and, therefore, to 
offer more feedback to each other along the way. I actually do think some 
students would have used it if it weren’t part of their final grade but 
certainly not all of them. I think the graded piece has to be there as an 
incentive.  
 

In closing … 
AL: I would NOT have done this project without the Digital Design Fellow’s 
encouragement.  I liked the encouragement so much I put blogs in another 
class too, and there it was even better.  I think in both classes where I 
implemented the blogs it worked very nicely and I would like to try 
something similar again in the future, but honestly, having staff support for 
this is critical, because I’m not blog-savvy and would cower in fear rather 
than try it unless I had help. 
 
EM: The Fellow was very helpful and certainly made students feel much 
better about taking on the task of blogging. I will definitely be incorporating 
blogs in the future, and I will definitely recommend it to others! 
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Campus Involvement and Visibility 

 
Relevant programming, campus collaboration, and event participation were 
cornerstones of the Spring 2011 semester for the Digital Design 
Fellowship. 
 

o 30th Annual Conference on the First Year Experience, Feb. 
2011: I attended this conference as a member of the Common 
Reading Committee, presenting alongside fellow Committee 
members Jim Diedrick, Kijua Sanders-McMurtry, Susan Dougherty 
and Tracey Laird. I spoke about the Common Reading blog as an 
“Uncommon Idea” for our Common Reading program, and how it 
works to engage incoming first year students not only with the 
common reading book, but the Agnes Scott community, before 
orientation in August. As social media channels are the primary 
way of reaching incoming first years, the blog has proved an 
effective means of communicating with students before they arrive 
– as well as giving them an opportunity to understand the Agnes 
Scott community ethos. 

o Defining Our Digital Identity: Using Social Media Responsibly, 
April 2011: I organized this roundtable discussion alongside 
Writing Center Coordinator Neil Simpkins, ’10, and Interactive 
Communications Fellow Kimberly Brewer, ’10. Audio is available for 
download on the Digital Design Fellowship site – the event was 
attended by both staff and students, and was a productive 
conversation about the usage of different social media channels – 
and how identity is constructed therein. Topics discussed included 
blogs like WordPress and LiveJournal, micro-blogging platforms 
(namely Tumblr and Twitter), and geo-tagging (Foursquare); 
creating a personal online brand; and creating appropriate content 
that will reflect a positive, responsible social media user. 

o Digital Learning: Assessing the Impact of ePortfolios in the 
Liberal Arts Community; Spring Annual Research Conference, 
April 2011: In following a three-part series published on the 
Fellowship site on the importance of the liberal arts education, I 
presented on how the work of the Fellowship best exemplifies not 
only that well-rounded education, but the mission of Agnes Scott 
College. The presentation PowerPoint is available for download on 
the Fellowship site. 

o The Graduate is the Product: The Living Portfolio; Center for 
Teaching and Learning, April 2011: I presented alongside Studio 
Art chair Nell Ruby and three seniors on the reflective process of 
ePortfolios, and how they can be best used to students’ advantage. 
This presentation is available for download at the Agnes Scott 
iTunes University page. 
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CONCLUDING NOTES 

 
 
Overall, the campus community is not unwilling to embrace ePortfolios, but 
continued support for digital education is absolutely essential. Many faculty 
members I have spoken with this year expressed genuine interest in expanding 
assessment to include a digital communication component, but likely not without 
the assistance of the Digital Design Fellow or similar, reliable support.  
 
What I have found over this year as the Fellow is that generally, students are 
unenthusiastic about building their own portfolios without the experiential 
practice of curricular implementation. Altogether, considering the incentivizing 
factor of course blogging – thereby gaining familiarity with the technology and its 
potential – students are more likely to build individual sites. While the initial aim 
of the Fellowship has been to promote ePortfolio creation to first years, I have 
found that marketing site-building to seniors is, ultimately, a more manageable 
and feasibly successful tactic.  
 
It is my hope that the Fellowship will eventually attain outside funding to continue 
as a resource for the Agnes Scott campus. The digital humanities play an 
incredibly important role in crafting individuals for post-collegiate success, and 
familiarity with communication technology is of the essence for Agnes Scott 
graduates.   
 
Digital literacy is vital to the continued relevance of a liberal arts education in 
today’s society.  In my estimation, the level of the Fellow’s campus contribution – 
both technical and creative – showcases the degree to which the College 
community needs and values this support.  
 


