
Integrating Communication Technology into Coursework: 
Blogging for the Class 

 
What is a class blog? 
     Blogs can assume a myriad of forms, but a class blog can be used as a project space, 
discussion forum, course materials resource, or a mixture of the three. Your class blog can act 
as an external, web-based supplement to in-class activities, a sort of online hub for 
dynamically updated, course-specific content. Students can act as administrators, authors, 
and editors of their posts, thereby encouraging a deeper connection with coursework. The 
dynamic aspect of a blog enables both you and students to visually track growth and progress 
throughout the duration of the course – providing a Web-based portfolio of intellectual 
enhancement and engagement. Integrating blogging into coursework not only encourages 
students' reflection outside of the classroom, but also facilitates positive contribution and 
feedback throughout the semester. 
  Examples of content you might focus on: students' responses to assigned readings, 
discussion questions to be answered outside of class, project proposals, or links to external 
websites to connect the classroom with the outside world.  
 
Why make one? 
     Many professors, here at Agnes Scott as well as other institutions, find class blogs to be 
an effective (and rewarding) means of communication, assessment and discussion. Former 
History professor Dr. Tammy Ingram found using blog technology encouraged her students to 
consider their audience when writing – in evaluating the strengths of course blogging at the 
end of a semester, she wrote, “I strongly believe that students edit more carefully if they know 
their peers are reading their work.” You may also find that blogging enhances the quality of 
intellectual engagement – in expanding these parameters of communication beyond simply 
the professor and student, the blog encourages a communal writing space in which students 
can share ideas, proposals, and course-related questions amongst each other. 
     The blog can operate as a space for exploring relevant material that you may not have had 
time to discuss during weekly meetings, giving your students more “food for thought” that 
could enhance their learning experience. One such example is the blog for Dr. Moira Bailey's 
Queer Theory course (WS-205), which can be found at http://ascqueertheory.blogspot.com. 
You can also encourage students to set up individual blogs related to the course, where they 
can explore material that is to their interests yet still academically relevant – a great use for 
this type of approach would be a Senior Seminar course. For example, Nell Ruby's Digital 
Design class (ART-350) requires students to develop individual process logs, primarily 
demonstrating a high-quality connection between in-class work and outside reflection.  

 
Some more examples of class blogs and e-Portfolios: 

• Astronomy 121 (http://ascast121.wordpress.com) 
• Environmental Science and Sustainability 201 (http://environmentalcom.org) 
• German 340 (http://schwarzedeutsche.wordpress.com) 
• International Relations 400 (http://ascirseniorsem.wordpress.com) 
• Art 243 (http://agnesscottart243.wordpress.com) 



 
 
 
Where can you start? 
     Accessibility is key when it comes to creating a class blog! There are many free, Web-
based platforms you can use to encourage students to think outside of the classroom. 
Wordpress.com, for example, is a user-friendly interface that allows multiple administrators for 
a single blog, and contains effective privacy settings for content-sensitive posts. Blogs hosted 
on WordPress are also customizable to a certain extent – with hundreds of “themes” to 
choose from, your class blog can appear as minimal or flashy as you'd like, without requiring 
any knowledge of web design. It is extremely simple to integrate multimedia into posts using 
WordPress, allowing you and your students to post audio and video files as well as uploaded 
documents in their usual file formats (e.g., .doc, .pdf). Blogger.com, Sites.google.com, and 
Tumblr.com have similar functionalities and are equally simple to set up. 
 
“An Introduction to Class Blogging”: What I'll Cover In A Class Session 

• How to create an account (on WordPress or any other web-based platform) and set up 
the basics for your blog. 

• How to sign into the site and access posting/administrative privileges. 
• What exactly is a “Dashboard” and how can you use it effectively? 
• Designing your blog: how to add or change your blog's “theme” and appearance, add 

links to a blogroll, customize posts with helpful categories and tags for easy 
accessibility, create pages within the blog. 

• Adding multimedia to your posts – images, video, and text formatting. 
• Assessing the blogging component: which approaches could you take for grading the 

blog assignment?  

 
Who can help? 
     Blogging isn't just fun – it's a useful pedagogical tool. Emily Grim, ’10 is the 2010-2011 
Digital Design Fellow. She will be more than happy to advise you on what to include, and 
not include, in your web space. She can help you with any step of the blog creation process, 
from brainstorming to organizing to blogging to building a webpage from scratch. E-mail her 
directly to set up an appointment: egrim@agnesscott.edu. Check out her blog, Crafting the 
Digital Design Fellowship, at digitaldesignfellow.wordpress.com. 
     Tutors in the Technology Production Studio on the ground floor of the library are also 
available to help. 


