
Blogging in Class: The First Steps in your Digital Journey! 
 

why blog in a class? 
The blog is meant to enhance discussion, serve as a space for you to process material outside 
of class, and help you connect with your classmates (as well as people outside the classroom). 

 
what is an e-Portfolio? 

This blog will fit into a larger portfolio of your work that you can present to graduate schools, 
future employers, internship sponsors – or just for personal use, organization and reflection. 
Consider your e-Portfolio to be the sum of its parts: your blog page, multimedia uploads, and 
relevant materials make up the “electronic portfolio.” Check out some examples on my 
blogroll … 

 
electronic resources : my blog, crafting the digital design fellowship 

I use my Fellowship blog, found at digitaldesignfellow.wordpress.com, to post updates on the 
one-woman Fellowship, as well as mini-tutorials on Wordpress and musings on writing 
for/designing the Internet. You’ll also find helpful handouts on blogging available for 
download, as well as many updated links to Agnes Scott blogs (from students and 
administration alike!). Send me the URL to your page, and I’ll link to it! 

 
how to sign up (for those who haven't) 

Fortunately, WordPress is very user-friendly for even the most avowed of technophobes. Go 
to wordpress.com in your browser, and select the orange button on the right labeled “Sign Up 
Now.” Enter your preferred e-mail address and password – but keep in mind that you only 
get one WordPress account per e-mail address! So, say you’ve used your ASC e-mail to set 
up a WP account in a previous class, or for a personal blog years back, WordPress will not 
allow you to change your account name or create an entirely new account under that e-mail 
address. Keep your username as brief, simple, and easy as possible; that way, you won’t ever 
forget your information. If you will be posting on a single course blog moderated by your 
professor, go ahead and give your account name to them so you can be given posting 
privileges and full site access. 
If you’d like to go ahead and create a new blog, you can reserve that URL now. If you’d just 
like to have a registered account, and won’t be creating your own, individual site, ignore the 
field that asks you to create/name your blog.   

 
what is the dashboard? 

The “Dashboard” feature on WordPress is not unlike that of a car – basically, this function 
gives you most of the pertinent information you need to be a successful blogger. Once you’re 
logged in, the left side of the WP page will be a list of drop-down menu items you can use to 
create individual blog posts, new pages for your site, change the appearance of your blog … 
really, everything you need to personalize your site and/or posts!  

 
WordPress help forum 

It’s 4 a.m., you have a multimedia blog post due, and you have forgotten how to post a video. 
What to do? During those wee hours I am unavailable, WordPress Support can be your best 
friend in times of blogging despair. There is a search box at the top right of the Dashboard; 
type in anything you need help with, from “how to bold a word” to “fixing CSS,” and you’re 
nearly guaranteed an easy answer to your questions. 

 
If you prefer a personal touch, however … I am located on the ground floor of the library, just 
behind the circulation desk (also known as McCain G-38), typically between the hours of 
8:30-4:30. My extension is x5206, and e-mail is egrim@asc. I’d love to answer any questions 
you may have about blogging, whether they’re technical or creative. Feel free to schedule an 
appointment with me whenever! 


